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A FLOWCHART FOR DECISION MAKING
The COVID 19 pandemic has undoubtedly affected every aspect of our lives. In the absence of any certainty
regarding the next steps for K-12 schools, school administrators and teachers are apprehensive about their
schools’ futures. One thing is for sure: it is necessary for schools to look at different scenarios and solutions
involving educational technology as this would undoubtedly help them continue with learning delivery
and help educators guide their students through this difficult time. What this paper aims to provide are
recommendations on the steps that K-12 schools have to take in order to arrive at the best decisions regarding
the use of educational technology to address their particular situation.
The steps to your school’s decision-making are summarized in this flowchart:

01

Revisit your school’s philosophy

02

Determine the role of your stakeholders

03

Assess your school community’s readiness

04

Determine the best learning model

05

Determine a system for tweaking/
evaluating your approach
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REVISIT YOUR SCHOOL’S PHILOSOPHY
Some schools might skip this essential first step, thinking it unnecessary. The usual first step for any decisionmaker is to survey the plethora of online learning tools and platforms and choose which one is easiest to
learn and use. In truth, the decision is made easier when you know your school’s vision, mission, and goals
which undoubtedly influence how you approach teaching and learning. Revisiting your philosophy means
defining your non-negotiables in the delivery and assessment of learning. Your philosophy also defines how
you view your students. You will then choose a mode of learning delivery that is most productive, conducive,
and sensitive to your learners. Once you’ve revisited and once again articulated your school’s philosophy, the
choice of online tools and your whole approach become more obvious and automatic.

DETERMINE THE ROLE OF YOUR STAKEHOLDERS
Let’s identify four important stakeholders in K-12 schools: administrators, teachers, parents, and students.
In this important task of transition, leadership will of course come from the school administrators. They
will lead the important initial step of revisiting the school’s philosophy to guide it as it transitions--in some
cases, they might even have to revise some parts of the school’s approach to teaching and learning in order to
accommodate this huge change in how the school operates. The school administrators are tasked with having
the big picture always in mind, always recognizing that the school is one large system with moving parts, and
that in transitioning, these parts have to function cohesively. Administrators will determine how the school’s
resources (human, material, and financial) will be allocated in the school’s transition. It is also imperative for
administrators to develop new policies and guidelines in order to manage and evaluate the new technologyintegrated learning environment. Administrators also need to decide on how much training has to be undertaken
not just by the faculty, but by the parents and students who will participate in this new learning environment.
For teachers, what is first and foremost required in this transition is an openness and willingness to try new
things and make mistakes along the way. A good transition plan will include training, collaborative faculty
planning, and plenty of feedback. The teachers will need to reflect on their existing lesson plans and redesign
them according to the limits and/or possibilities of the new environment. It is important that teachers also
recognize that their other roles--being coaches, mentors, and second parents--still operate in this new
environment. And so, teachers should think about how they can continue carrying out these roles. Teachers
will also form the school’s technology integration team.
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For parents, an openness to change is also required. The school might have to help parents by providing
them a comprehensive orientation on the demands of the new learning environment; having students use
more technology at home also means more parent participation. Parents will have to learn how to be teachers’
“assistants” at home: helping children establish a routine, assisting in advancing learning objectives, as well
as performing simple troubleshooting. Parents will also help their children set up a dedicated space for doing
online learning, and help them manage a schedule that is conducive and sensitive to their needs as children.
Parents are also valuable sources of feedback for the school.
For students, there should be sessions to develop their readiness for the new mode of learning. These sessions
should be accompanied by lessons to develop the necessary levels of technology literacy and digital citizenship
required at their grade level. Teachers should be open to feedback from students as well so that they will know
how else they can assist in easing the students into this new arrangement.

Your School’s Technology Integration Team
Creating a small team, composed of subject area teachers and IT technical staff (around 5
members), will be of great help during the transition. Preferably, members of the team should
demonstrate intermediate to advanced skills in using digital productivity and creativity
tools. They will provide on-demand support (outside class hours) and periodical learning
sessions among the faculty. This team will also be instrumental in developing a manual for
technology use, if the school doesn’t have one yet. The team will benefit from being interlevel
or interdepartmental, allowing it to create projects that have a schoolwide impact, as well as
develop schoolwide solutions.
Though the IT technical staff may attend to troubleshooting concerns, it is important to
note that the team is also composed of subject area teachers who can recommend technology
integration ideas during lesson planning. Members of the team may be assigned to grade level
clusters to provide dedicated support to fellow teachers.

ALMARIO
AUSTRIA

Helping K-12 Schools Transition to

Post-COVID 19 Times

03

ASSESS YOUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY’S READINESS
Assessing your school community’s technological capabilities means looking at your community’s (i.e.
teachers’, parents’, and students’) readiness for the transition. This is largely determined by the availability
of devices, their internet connection, and their level of technology literacy.
Here are some important questions and guidelines to assess your school community’s readiness:
1

Devices at home
Capabilities

Limitations

Smart phone

mobile; Office tools, camera, photo
editing, audio and video recording,
videoconferencing

small screen; some apps may have lite
or limited versions only

Tablet

mobile; Office tools, camera, photo
editing, audio and video recording
and editing, videoconferencing

small screen compared to laptop
and desktop

Laptop

portable; Office tools, camera, photo
editing, audio and video recording
and editing, videoconferencing

not as mobile as smart phones
and tablets (portability vs. mobility)

Desktop

Office tools, camera, photo
editing, audio and video editing,
videoconferencing

restricted to a single location

For parents with multiple children in school, it would be helpful for both the faculty and the parents to know if
devices will be shared among the children. This piece of information will affect both school and home decisions
regarding the schedule.
2

Connection to the internet
a. Do teachers/parents/students have access to a stable internet connection at home?
b. What type of internet connection do teachers have access to outside school?
Type of connection

Capabilities

Free data

limited to messaging and text posts on socmed

Prepaid at home

email, social media, LMS, videocon, but limited speed and duration

Fiber connection

stable for videocon, LMS, social media, messaging (may depend on
time of the day)
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Technology literacy
How proficient are the teachers/parents/students in terms of:
Productivity tools

Beginner

Intermediate

Advanced

Beginner

Intermediate

Advanced

Google search engine
Email
Office: Word, Excel, Powerpoint
Cloud Storage: Google Drive, Dropbox, Box
Collab Tools: Docs, Sheets, Slides
Video Conferencing Tools: Hangouts Meet,
Facetime, Zoom, Webex, Teams
Chat: Messenger, Viber, WhatsApp, Telegram
Creativity tools
Camera
Photos
Video editor
Audio Recorder

It is also advised that parents prepare themselves and their children for online learning by designating a
learning space. This learning space is the most conducive place in learning at home and will help in establishing
a learning routine.

ALMARIO
AUSTRIA

Helping K-12 Schools Transition to

Post-COVID 19 Times

05

DETERMINE THE BEST LEARNING MODEL
Determining the best learning model for your school necessitates an understanding of different learning models,
as well as a thorough assessment of each model’s advantages and limitations.
Online learning is fundamentally teaching and learning that takes place over the internet. This happens when
the class is gathered, face-to-face, in the school’s computer laboratory, library, classroom, or any wifi-connected
space in school. This also happens when students are given assignments which they need to work on outside
school (at home or any other place), online, over the internet.
The context of today’s situation, when everyone is expected to stay at home, has required schools to practice
remote learning (or distance learning). In this set up, the teacher and students do not necessarily have to meet
in person, in the physical school. Instead, classes are conducted online, in remote locations. Classes meet via
online learning platforms based on identified schedules.
1

Types of remote learning
a. Synchronous
This is a type of remote learning wherein the class is conducted in real time. In a synchronous class, the
teacher and students log in to a single online platform and carry out tasks throughout the allotted time.
This may be done through videoconference, chat or messaging apps, or audio chat using an online tool.
b. Asynchronous
An asynchronous set up means students are provided with content and tasks that they need to
accomplish within a time frame, using an online platform such as a learning management system
(LMS). Interaction between the teacher and students (and among students) does not take place in real
time. No face-to-face class meeting happens, even online.
c. Hybrid
A hybrid remote learning class maintains a schedule of in-person class meetings and online activities
during the term.
d. Modified hybrid (during Enhanced Community Quarantine)
This is simply a combination of synchronous and asynchronous models, minus the in-person class
meetings. In lieu of this, face-to-face class meetings may be organized with the help of digital tools.
Time in between class meetings will be devoted to accomplishing tasks as scheduled on the learning
management platform.
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Blended learning
Blended learning is similar to the hybrid set up since it requires gathering the class in person, in a physical
school, and maintaining a supervised learning environment outside school via an online platform.
Blended learning, as a pedagogical approach, can be distinguished from remote learning by looking at its
different models. The Clayton Christensen Institute, through its website, the Blended Learning Universe
(www.blendedlearning.org), has identified three key elements in a blended learning class:
• Students learn in part, online, with some element of control over time, place, path, or pace.
• Students learn in part, in a brick and mortar location away from home (such as the school).
• Students learn along a learning path that leads to an integrated learning experience.
The Clayton Christensen Institute describes the following blended learning models. The characteristics
of each model may be helpful in designing remote learning environments during and even after the ECQ
situation.
a. Station rotation
• Students engage themselves in different learning stations inside the classroom, in a fixed schedule.
At least one of the stations should involve an online activity.
• This may not be applicable during ECQ as this blended learning model requires students and
teachers to be in a physical classroom.
b. Lab rotation
• The students go through different “learning rooms,” following a fixed schedule. One of the learning
rooms is an online station that is usually the computer laboratory.
• This may not be applicable during ECQ as this blended learning model requires students and
teachers to be in a physical campus.
c. Individual rotation
• Each student is given a “playlist” of tasks that have to be accomplished in each subject area. Students
are given individual schedules by the teacher to rotate through different learning stations on the
campus. Their main classroom becomes the “central learning lab”.
• This may not be applicable during ECQ as this blended learning model requires students and
teachers to be in a physical campus.
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d. Flipped classroom
• Students in this set up work on assigned readings, watch video clips, listen to audio recordings and
podcasts, and do other coursework similar to listening to lectures, at home. Class time, in school,
is devoted to working on teacher-guided tasks to enrich their learning experience.
• During ECQ, in a remote learning set up, “class time” may refer to synchronous class meetings to
explain instructions, discuss clarifications, and exchange feedback about the assigned coursework.
e. A la carte model
• Students in an a la carte model take online classes with an online teacher, as an option, apart from
the face-to-face (in-person) classes that they attend in school. This facilitates flexibility in the
students’ schedules especially for elective classes in high school.
• A la carte classes (electives) may also be offered during ECQ, in a remote learning set up, in addition
to the students’ core subject areas. This model is more applicable in high school.
f.

Flex model
• Students work on their course curriculum on fluid schedules. They attend classes depending on
their need. Teachers are available for consultation and they conduct small group sessions on flexible
schedules as well. Different learning spaces are provided on campus such as a collaboration room,
breakout rooms, social area, and science labs, but the backbone of this set up is online learning.
• Flex model may be applicable only to senior high school students. Virtual collaboration rooms,
discussion rooms, and social areas may be created and supervised through online platforms.

g. Enriched virtual
• This is the closest model to remote learning set up wherein students accomplish their coursework
online, off-campus, and attend required face-to-face classes with the teacher in the physical school.
• Similar to the modified hybrid class, during ECQ, online class meetings can be scheduled and
conducted using various online tools.
This table aims to guide teachers in budgeting their lessons while identifying related activities and
remote learning set up (synchronous or asynchronous). This can also be used to record teacher’s
notes about what happened after each class implementation.
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Online Learning Schedule
Week/
Date

3

Lesson

Synchronous/
Asynchronous

Activity/
Assignment

Due
Date

Notes

Opportunities and challenges
Remote learning can be both an enriching and challenging experience at the same time. Primarily meant to
facilitate “anytime, anywhere learning,” this approach also promotes some elements of independence on
the part of the students over path and pace while learning online. When learning materials are delivered
through a digital platform, students can easily track individual progress, review previous lessons, or advance
to study further content within the course. Digital tools allow teachers and students to explore different
types of multimedia to create, curate, and make meaning while learning. This approach also encourages
teachers to design more alternative assessments, apart from traditional types of exams, which can also be
implemented online. Student engagement can be attained via collaborative online tools and messaging
applications that can be used to exchange feedback between teachers and students (and among students)
in a class.
The nature of remote learning, being essentially technology-based, also brings unavoidable challenges to
the stakeholders involved. Among these are logistical concerns such as availability of devices and access to
the internet. Technical support, before, during, and after each class, also becomes a challenge when parents
and even teachers have limited technical skills. Evaluating and selecting effective and appropriate digital
tools could also be a demanding task for school administrators and teachers. Conducting classes with the
teacher and students in remote locations also opens concerns about the authenticity in social interaction
and character formation.
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DETERMINE A SYSTEM FOR TWEAKING/EVALUATING YOUR APPROACH
Needed along with the choice of a learning model and its attendant learning management system and online
learning tools, is the formulation of an evaluation system. Evaluating the school’s tech decisions during and
after this transition year, will help the school decide on software and hardware purchases the following year,
and will also affect the school’s hiring decisions (e.g. the school might set a minimum level of technical literacy
for its new hires). In evaluating its tech decisions, the school may look at three things: student performance,
student engagement, and ease of use. Did the school’s tech decisions improve student learning and outcomes?
Were the students motivated to learn and improve themselves? Were the learning management system and
tools easy to learn, explore, and manage?

2

Some recommendations
Establish a routine. Even if learning happens at home, establishing a daily routine helps
students focus on their schoolwork and perform school tasks better. Establishing a routine is
helped by physical markers such as having a dedicated learning/space (a table and chair will
do) for your child. This dedicated space should have good lighting, good internet connection,
and minimum distractions. It will be most helpful if the student’s weekly schedule is posted
in the same space, not only for the student’s guidance but also for his parents.
Build rapport. In the same way that managing a face-to-face classroom requires a teacher to
develop rapport with his students, an online classroom also necessitates this. In order for
teachers to build an emotional connection and rapport with their students, some amount of
time has to be devoted to teachers doing non-academic activities (e.g. playing games, singing,
talking about their daily lives) with them. It’s also suggested that teachers have one-on-one
online sessions with their students to get to know them better, check on their understanding
of the lessons and any issues they might have with the transition, and assure the students of
their presence (though virtual) in their educational lives.
Schedule daily physical activity. Because online learning will mean much more screen time for
students than they normally spend on schoolwork, it’s imperative for parents to schedule daily
physical activities. Parents (or even teachers) can include outdoor play (if possible), exercise,
sports, or dance in the students’ daily schedule. Parents may also incorporate physical chores
so that students aren’t always sitting down and looking at a screen.
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SUGGESTED WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Every week and every day will usually be broken up into synchronous and asynchronous classes. Synchronous
classes are 30 minutes long (at most) and allow the teachers to virtually meet with their students. Teachers
can do check-in (kumustahan) with their students, discuss class guidelines, and give announcements. During
synchronous classes, teachers are able to give feedback to their class regarding individual and group tasks,
student outputs, and exam results. If there are special events in class- school events or birthdays- synchronous
classes may extend up to an hour.
Asynchronous classes, on the other hand, consist of activities done without the teacher’s presence.
Asynchronous classes allow the students time to work on individual tasks like reading literature, watching
video clips, listening to music, making audio recordings, conducting research, and constructing artifacts.
Asynchronous class time may also be spent on collaborative tasks.
2

Sample preschool schedule
*Week 1 will be spent by the teacher doing one-on-one virtual sessions with the children to get to know
them better and gain their trust. She will also meet with the parents to explain the schedule and what is
expected of them as “teacher’s assistants.”
Week 2

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Class adviser meets
students as a class for the
first time.

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Teacher holds a virtual
meeting with parents to go
over the week’s activities;
give them a list of tips,
tasks, and materials; and
ask them for feedback.

Storytelling
(15 mins)

Story
Review and
Discussion
(15 mins)

Reading
(15 mins)

Oral
Numeracy
Language
(15 mins)
Development
(15 mins)

Art
(20 mins)

Engagement
Activities
(20 mins)

Music
(20 mins)

Cultural
Literacy
(20 mins)

ALMARIO
AUSTRIA

Friday
Circle Time
(15 mins)

PE
(20 mins)
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Week 3
Teacher holds a virtual
meeting with parents to go
over the week’s activities;
give them a list of tips,
tasks, and materials; and
ask them for feedback.

Storytelling may be prerecorded or a short video
clip.

Week 4
Teacher holds a virtual
meeting with parents to go
over the week’s activities;
give them a list of tips,
tasks, and materials; and
ask them for feedback.

The library is virtual.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Music
(15 mins)

Story
Review and
Discussion
(15 mins)

Group
Engagement
Activity
(15 mins)

Cultural
Literacy
(15 mins)

Art
(15 mins)

Storytelling
and Activity
(20 mins)

PE
(20 mins)

Oral
Numeracy
Language
(20 mins
Development
(20 mins)

Engagement
Activity
(20 mins)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Circle Time
(15 mins)

Storytelling
(15 mins)

Story
Review and
Discussion
(15 mins)

Reading
(15 mins)

Oral
Numeracy
Language
(15 mins)
Development
(15 mins)

Art
(20 mins)

Library
Time
(20 mins)

Music
(20 mins)

Cultural
Literacy
(20 mins)

Helping K-12 Schools Transition to
12

Friday

Post-COVID 19 Times

ALMARIO
AUSTRIA

Friday
Circle Time
(15 mins)

PE
(20 mins)

2

Sample elementary grades schedule
Week 1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

ORIENTATION WEEK

Homeroom
Period

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

Students meet homeroom
teacher/class adviser, are
given guidelines, and meet
again during study hall

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Values
Education

Study Hall/
Student
Consultations

Students sign up to Club
offerings (via Google
Forms).

Week 2
Students meet 4 teachers
in a synchronous class.

Extra
Curricular
Activities/
Clubs
Monday

Tuesday

Students meet 4 teachers
in a synchronous class.

Thursday

Friday

Homeroom
Period
(30 mins)

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Values
Education

Study Hall/
Student
Consultations

Day 1 of Club Meeting

Week 3

Wednesday

Extra
Curricular
Activities /
Clubs
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Homeroom
Period

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Christian Life Study Hall/
Education
Student
Consultations

Extra
Curricular
Activities /
Clubs
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Week 4

Monday

Students meet 4 teachers
in a synchronous class.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Homeroom
Period

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Christian Life Study Hall/
Education
Student
Consultations

Extra
Curricular
Activities /
Clubs
The library is virtual.

Synchronous, Asynchronous
30 mins
40-50 mins.

Week 0
Parents’ Orientation may be organized by grade level from Monday to Friday (Grade 1 to Grade 6) via a
virtual meeting.
Week 1
Students are expected to log in to their learning management system (LMS) and read the class
guidelines and syllabus for each subject area. They may ask questions and request for clarifications
during Study Hall and Homeroom. They can also present their concerns on the same post in the LMS
where these documents are included.
Homeroom period
Moderated by the class adviser, this time can be spent on activities such as election of class officers,
discussion of school announcements, and specific class concerns.
Study hall/Student consultations
This period may be used by a subject area teacher who needs additional time for his class. Throughout
the school year, the class adviser will also use this time to meet with individual students for
kumustahan.
ECA/Clubs
Synchronous meetings may be conducted for 30 minutes (max.) to allow students to accomplish tasks
outside class hours. Club moderators may use the LMS to post announcements and receive outputs
from students.
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Sample high school schedule
Week 1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

ORIENTATION WEEK

Homeroom
Period

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

Students meet homeroom
teacher/class adviser, are
given guidelines, and meet
again during study hall

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Values
Education

Extra
Curricular
Activities/
Clubs
Study Hall

Week 2
Students meet 4 teachers
in a synchronous class.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Homeroom
Period
(30 mins)

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Values
Education

Extra
Curricular
Activities /
Clubs
Study Hall

Week 3
Students meet 4 teachers
in a synchronous class.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Homeroom
Period
(30 mins)

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Christian Life Extra
Education
Curricular
Activities /
Clubs
Study Hall
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Week 4

Monday

The library is virtual.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Homeroom
Period

Filipino

Math

Araling
Panlipunan

Computer/
Tech and
Livelihood Ed

English

Science

PE/Arts/
Music

Christian Life Extra
Education
Curricular
Activities /
Clubs

Synchronous, Asynchronous
30 mins
40-50 mins.
Study Hall

Week 0
Parents’ Orientation may be organized by grade level from Monday to Friday (Grade 7 to Grade 12) via a
virtual meeting.
Week 1
Students are expected to log in to their learning management system (LMS) and read the class
guidelines and syllabus for each subject area. They may ask questions and request for clarifications
during Study Hall and Homeroom. They can also present their concerns on the same post in the LMS
where these documents are included.
Homeroom period
Moderated by the class adviser, this time can be spent on activities such as election of class officers,
discussion of school announcements, and specific class concerns.
ECA/Clubs
During Clubs period, synchronous meetings may be conducted for 30 minutes (max.) to allow students
to accomplish tasks outside class hours; Club moderators may use the LMS to post announcements and
receive outputs from students.
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SUGGESTED LEARNING PLATFORMS
1

Learning management system (LMS)

This is the backbone of a remote learning class. Everything that the students need in school should be made
available via the LMS. Learning management systems play a central function particularly during asynchronous
learning.
Here are some features that schools may look into when evaluating and selecting learning management systems.
a. Enrolment: Students can enlist in a class using a link, QR code, or by signing up using an email
address. Some learning management systems allow uploading the class lists to automatically enrol
students in respective classes.
b. Teacher dashboard: Teachers are able to create classes (add and delete students), create class
schedule in a calendar, create quizzes within the system, conduct polls and surveys, monitor student
progress (submission of assignments and summary of grades), and give badges/rewards and feedback
to individual students
c. Student dashboard: Students are able to view personal summary of grades, submitted assignments,
and badges/rewards received from the teacher. This is similar to the profile page in a social media
account.
d. Main page: The teacher can moderate posts and comments made by students. Teachers and students
are able to attach images, links, and pdf to posts. Some learning management systems allow users to
share comments through react buttons, similar to the ones used in social media.
e. The LMS easily connects to other online learning tools such as digital libraries, Youtube, and online
collaboration tools including Google Drive.
f. The LMS has a responsive interface design which allows it to be easily used in any screen size or any
type of device (smart phone, tablet, laptop, desktop).
Among the most commonly used learning management systems in K-12 schools are:
a. Seesaw: free; recommended for Kinder-Grade 3 level. The design is similar to Instagram - minimal
and easy to use buttons.
b. Edmodo: free; recommended for Grade 4-Grade 6 level. The design is similar to Facebook with
additional features that are dedicated for use in class.
c. Google Classroom: free; recommended for Grade 7 to Grade 10. This is part of a comprehensive and
integrated Google Apps for Education (GAFE), which allows teachers and students to infuse other
Google applications in class, including gmail, Hangouts Meet, Docs, Slides, and Sheets, Youtube, among
others.
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d. iTunes U: free; works only on the iPad (students); recommended for Grade 11 and Grade 12. This offers a
familiar user interface that directly presents the course outline; it is not exactly a learning management
system but serves the same purpose of delivering a course of study along with integrated digital learning
tools (including non-Apple apps).
e. Other tested learning management systems in K-12 that are subscription-based include Schoology (has
free version), Canvas, and Blackboard.
f. There are also locally-developed learning management systems by Philippine publishers that are
subscription-based. Among these are Aralinks, V-Smart, and Genyo.

2

Communication tools

During synchronous learning, online communication tools that allow teachers and students to meet via
messaging, videoconference, and voice chat, are a big help. Parent-Teacher conferences as well as individual
student consultations may be conducted through these platforms.
a. Zoom, Webex, MS Teams: These are free, powerful videoconferencing tools that allow sharing screens
(videos, websites, Powerpoint, Keynote) to enrich virtual meeting experience. Joining meetings and
sending invitations can be done by sending links, meeting numbers, and passwords, to assure security.
b. Telegram, Facebook Messenger, Viber, WhatsApp, Facetime/iMessage: These are conventional means of
communicating online that also allows sharing of files such as images, video clips, pdf, and web links.
c. Publishing posts to create forums within a learning management system may also serve as a
communication tool that is easy to organize and review. Students may exchange replies via comments
and share responses through react buttons.
3

Classroom response systems

Useful in either a synchronous and asynchronous class, the following tools specifically aim to collect responses
from the class, whether individually, in groups, or as a whole class. These can be used to augment built in
quizzes available in learning management systems.
a. Nearpod
• free; self-paced or live
• app (iOS and Android) and web version available
• experience is similar to joining a webinar with slides and interactive activities that require the
audience to participate in order to proceed to the next part.
• requirements: teacher and student accounts using email address
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b. Quizlet, Kahoot!, and Socrative
• free; self-paced or live
• app (iOS and Android) and web version available
• gamified quizzes that provide immediate feedback to students (correct and wrong answers) during
each quiz
• requirements: teacher account; students join using a link or QR code, and PIN (password) from
the teacher
c. Mentimeter and Polleverywhere
• free; web version
• students may respond to the collaborative screen based on the teacher’s identified time frame
• allows creating polls, word clouds, free text input boards similar to posting tweets
• requirements: teacher account; students join using a link or QR code, and PIN (password)
d. Padlet, Google Jamboard
• Padlet’s free version allow users to create 3 collaborative walls; Jamboard is free and integrated in
Google Apps for Education
• students contribute to a common wall to respond, react, and build content in a collaborative space.
They can post texts, images, web links and make connections among elements using arrows.
• requirements: teacher account; students join using link given by the teacher

Factors to consider when selecting digital tools for learning:

2

Select a digital tool that will enrich student experience while performing the task. Be
specific about the purpose of the app. Can students still perform the task even without
using this tool?
2. Opt for an app that is simple and easy to use. Technology should make teaching and
learning easier and not complicate the experience.
3. Look for free digital tools first, instead of buying or subscribing to paid apps. There are
free tools that can serve the same function as those that are for a fee.
1.
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